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SUBJECT: KENYAN CONCERN OVER MOMBASA VULNERABILITY 

1 . DURING KENYA NAVY FUNCTION JULY 22 HONORING OFFICERS 

OF VISITING USS CAPODANNO, EMBOFF LEARNED THAT "EMERGENCY 
MEETING” HAD BEEN CONVENED MORNING OF JULY 22 BY COAST 
PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER MAHIHU, WHO IS SENIOR CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL IN MOMBASA AND ENJOYS CLOSE RELA- 
TIONSHIP WITH KENYATTA. PURPOSE OF MEETING WAS TO DIS- 
CUSS MOMBASA'S VULNERABILITY TO UGANDAN ATTACK OR 
UGANDAN INSPIRED SABOTAGE. 

2. OFFICIALS PRESENT AT MEETING AGREED THAT OIL RE- 
FINERY WAS MOST TEMPTING TARGET IN MOMBASA. THEY FELT 
IT WAS VULNERABLE TO SABOTAGE, AND RECENT ROUND-UPS OF 
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INTERNAL SECURITY RISKS IN THE AREA. WITH RESPECT TO 
AMIN'S BOAST THAT AIRCRAFT COULD REACH EVEN AS FAR AS 
MOMBASA. KENYANS BELIEVE THAT 700-MILE DISTANCE FROM 
ENTEBBE TO MOMBASA IS WITHIN RANGE OF MIRAGE OR POS- 
SIBLY MIG IF PLANES COULD RECOVER AT KISMAYU, SOMALIA. 

IF PLANES COULD TAKE OFF AND RECOVER FROM KISMAYU, 

RISK WOULD BE EVEN GREATER. CONCLUSION OF MEETING 
WAS THAT KENYA HAS POOR ABILITY TO DETECT OR INTER- 
CEPT AN AIR ATTACK ON MOMBASA. 

3. POLICE DOCUMENT CHECKS ON MAIN HIGHWAY INTO 
MOMBASA WERE BEING CONDUCTED JULY 22, A SIGN OF EXTRA 
INTERNAL SECURITY PRECAUTIONS. 
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